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MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS LIST 


BETWEEN: 


JOHN CHRISTOPHER DEPP II 


Claimant 
-and- 
(1) NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS LTD 
(2) DAN WOOTTON 
Defendants 


WITNESS STATEMENT OF KATE JAMES 


I, KATE JAMES of EE W Hollywood, WILL SAY as follows: 


1. I work as a personal assistant to high profile people in the entertainment industry. I have been 
working in that capacity in Los Angeles for approximately 20 years. I worked for Amber 


Heard from around March 2012 until February 2015. 


2. Unless stated otherwise, the facts and matters referred to in this witness statement are within 
my own knowledge and true or are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief 


based on sources stated within this witness statement. 


3. I make this witness statement in support of the Claimant’s claim in these proceedings. 
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4. I do not know the full details of the Claimant's claims against the Defendants in these 


proceedings. 
Start of my employment by Amber Heard 


5. Ihad not heard of Amber at the time that I was hired. My son was 4 years old at the time, and 
Amber was looking for someone part-time and she lived in the same neighbourhood as me 
which is an important factor in LA with the traffic to consider. The terms suited me as I 
would be able to pick up my son from school every day. A similar part-time and flexible 
position is extremely difficult to find in my line of work. I recall being surprised when she 
chose to hire me since I am almost 20 years her senior, I briefly pondered on why she didn’t 


choose a candidate closer in age to her. However I needed the work and accepted it. 


6. Amber was already dating Johnny when I started working for her. At first, Amber didn’t tell 
me who Johnny was, and would speak in disparaging terms about him. She would say that 
she was “dating this old man” and suchlike. She then disclosed that it was Johnny Depp, and 
I met him shortly after that. My first impression of him was how softly spoken and peaceful 


he was, almost a bit shy. He was very pleasant and courteous upon meeting me. 
Alcohol abuse 


7. During my time working for her, Amber would drink vast quantities of red wine each night. 
Meanwhile, she would ask me to buy Johnny non-alcoholic beer, as that’s all that she would 


allow him to drink. 
My experience of Amber and Johnny’s relationship 


8. In the three years that I worked for Amber, I would go to her house almost every day, 
including on weekends. I would not announce when I was going to attend the apartment to 
drop things off or pick things up, so it would regularly be without notice. I never saw any 
sign of an altercation, or even the aftermath of a serious and messy fight in the way that 


Amber describes in her statements. 
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I never saw any physical violence by either Amber or Johnny. I saw Amber much more 
frequently than Johnny, almost every day for three years apart from when she was out of 
town. I understand that the period of my employment overlaps with the majority of incidents 
in which Amber has alleged that Johnny was violent towards her. I never once saw any 
bruising, swelling, or any evidence of what could have resulted from violence. I would often 


see her naked, or semi-naked, when she was getting dressed or at fittings. I was around her a 


lot, often 7 days a week. 


Johnny was calm and quite shy in all of my experiences of him. He was always thoughtful 
and kind, and a genuinely decent person. I remember on more than one occasion where I had 
to bring my son back to work with me after picking him up from school. Johnny would be 
there and would hang out with him, teaching him how to play the guitar. He would be patient 
and kind with him. I would never have left my son with Johnny while I was working if I had 
any concerns about him whatsoever. Johnny would come back from travelling with gifts like 
little skull necklaces for his children, and he would always bring an extra one back for my 
son. I thought this was very thoughtful and kind, particularly considering that Amber was my 


employer and not him. 


Letter to the Department of Homeland Security, September 2014 


11; 


12s 


Amber asked me to send a letter she had drafted to Homeland Security in September 2014. 
She had hired a girl called Savannah McMillan to work as her set assistant. Savannah, a 
British citizen, had been held in immigration and questioned about the frequency that she had 
been coming and going from the USA. Amber’s letter falsely claimed that Savannah was just 


a friend, and not an employee, so it was correct that she only had a tourist visa. 


In Amber’s letter, she called it fraudulent that it was being alleged that Savannah was 
working for Amber unlawfully. She said that as Savannah’s “friend” she could “say truthfully 
and unequivocally that this allegation is entirely false ... I would like to go on the record 
saying that Savannah McMillen is a personal friend, and to my knowledge, has never worked 


unlawfully or otherwise in the United States. Or for me.” I knew this to be untrue, and that 
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Amber was therefore wilfully lying to the US immigration department. I took a photograph 
of the letter and one of the pay checks from Amber to Savannah. A copy of these 
photographs is attached at pages 1-2 of KJ1. 


Australia, 2015 


13. 


14. 


LS, 


16. 


I am aware that shortly after Amber fired me, she got into trouble for unlawfully smuggling 
her dogs into Australia. We had previously used a dog transportation company who were 
hired to sort out the necessary paperwork and guide us through the process of preparing the 
dogs. This had worked well in 2014 when Amber took the dogs to England. When it became 
clear that Amber was intending to go to Australia, we were advised that it’s a six-month 
process to prepare the dogs’ immigration and began the process. Ultimately as the departure 
time approached, we became aware that there would be a discrepancy of around 10 days for 
the dogs to travel by private jet to Australia, the only other option being that they would have 


to travel in the hold on a commercial flight on the correct date. 


I would attempt to talk to Amber about the date discrepancy frequently while we were trying 
to sort out the logistics, but her eyes would glaze over, and she would walk away. I discussed 
with Kevin Murphy about my concerns about the deadline, and Kevin in turn also then 
emailed Amber to explain that there would be a problem if they travelled before the correct 
departure date and that it would be illegal. Amber chose to ignore both of us. She deliberately 
smuggled the dogs into Australia. As in several circumstances which I observed, it was as if 


she felt that she was above the law. 


It is my understanding that someone then took them to a local grooming parlour in Australia 
and started bragging that they were Johnny Depp’s dogs. The owner posted about it on 
Facebook, and Amber got found out. 


I remember the huge uproar at the time. I was told that Johnny had to send the dogs back to 
Los Angeles on a private jet, which would have cost a fortune from Australia. Ultimately, I 


woke up one morning many months later to find an email from my mother with an 


4. 
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attachment of a newspaper article from my home town of Brisbane. I was devastated when I 
found out that Amber had blamed me in court. I broke down in tears at the thought that she 
blatantly lied in court in my home town and blamed me. Obviously I knew that was a 
complete lie and yet she had no problem in apparently perjuring herself in order to avoid 


responsibility. 


I have been told about the discussion that took place where Amber contemplated asking 
Kevin to ask me to sign a false statement to support her position that she did not know the 
dogs were not ready to be taken into Australia. Amber knew they weren’t ready, yet chose to 
take them anyway. The fact that she was willing to ask me to sign such a statement under 
oath, especially as an Australian who cares and understands about the laws of my own 
country, is a reflection of her approach to me (and anyone in fact) in general. She did not care 
about throwing anyone under the bus, if it meant saving her own skin. Even if it meant lying 
in Court and to authorities. I believe it would have been obvious to Amber that I would not 


lie for her and so she decided not to approach me. 


I recall a previous occasion in September 2013 when I was asked to speak with Kevin 
Murphy about amending the dogs’ medical records so that they could travel together on 25 
September 2013. Amber asked me if I knew a vet she could “grease”. I attach the email at 
page 3 of KJ1. 


End of employment 


19. Amber fired me on 16 February 2015, pretty much right after she got back from their 


I believe that the facts 


wedding in the Bahamas. She blindsided me. 


in this witness statement are true. 


Date: Sin June 2020 
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